THOUGHT .'AND LIFE

Tims, for Pragmatism every thought is an actmih

a person behind It, who is responsible for launching
it Into the world of fact. The result of this change
of attitude Is Immediate. In the first place, as has
been shown in Chapter V., by bringing thought
face to face with the whole experience upon which
It claims to work, we are enabled to find a tangible
rule for evaluating its assertions and'distinguishing
truth from error. And, secondly, by recognizing
that the mind Is not an apparatus which functions
in a vacuum, but is a constituent of an Individual
organism, we see that thinking always depends
upon a purpose; for it is the purpose of an inquiry
which gives reflection its cue, and determines its
scope and (most essential of all) Its meaning.

We are thus led from the narrower logical ques-
tion, f What constitutes the "truth " of a statement ?'
to a wider outlook, from which we can survey the
place of knowing in human life at large. This
may be called the transition from Pragmatism to
Humanism. This last word was introduced into
philosophic terminology by Dr. Schiller in order
to describe his general philosophical position as
distinct from the original question of the theory of
knowledge, which had been treated by James under
the name of Pragmatism.

To the Humanist the best definition of life is one
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